
 
 

 CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW 
COUNCIL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
 

 

AGENDA  
 

 
REGULAR MEETING—MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2013 

PLAZA CONFERENCE ROOM AT CITY HALL—500 CASTRO STREET 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Committee Members:  Ronit Bryant, Jac Siegel, and Chair Chris Clark. 
 
3. MINUTES APPROVAL 
 

Minutes for the March 14, 2013 meeting have been delivered to Committee 
members and copies posted on the City Hall bulletin board.  If there are no 
corrections or additions, a motion is in order to approve these minutes. 

 
4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the 
Committee on any matter not on the agenda.  Speakers are limited to three 
minutes.  State law prohibits the Committee from acting on nonagenda items. 

 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS—None.   
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

6.1 POLYSTYRENE FOAM FOOD SERVICE WARE ORDINANCE AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION 

 
Overview: 
 
Staff will present information about a proposed ordinance and 
Administrative Instruction to ban the use of polystyrene foam food service 
ware in Mountain View and at City facilities.  The Administrative Instruction 
includes a ban on single-use bags at City facilities.  Staff seeks input from the 
Committee regarding the ordinance and Administrative Instruction. 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. Forward to the City Council a recommendation to adopt “An Ordinance 

of the City of Mountain View Adding Article V to Chapter 16 of the 
Mountain View City Code Related to Use of Polystyrene Foam Food 
Service Ware by Food Providers.” 

 
2. Review and provide input regarding the draft Administrative 

Instruction related to “Use of Polystyrene Foam Food Service Ware and 
Single-Use Plastic Bags.”  

 
6.2 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGER DEPLOYMENT 

 
Overview: 
 
Staff will present information about electric vehicle (EV) charging stations in 
Mountain View and selected neighboring cities.  Staff seeks guidance from 
the Committee regarding the potential deployment of additional EV chargers 
at public facilities in Mountain View and instituting a fee for use of existing 
and/or future EV charging stations at public facilities.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
None. 

 
6.3 ENERGY UPGRADE MOUNTAIN VIEW UPDATE 

 
Overview: 
 
Staff will present a progress update on the City’s Energy Upgrade Mountain 
View (EUMV) residential energy efficiency program. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
None. 
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7. COMMITTEE/STAFF COMMENTS, QUESTIONS, COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

No action will be taken on any questions raised by the Committee at this time. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
SA/7/PWK 
916-11-18-13A-E 
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AGENDAS FOR BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
• The specific location of each meeting is noted on the notice and agenda for each 

meeting which is posted at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting.  Special meetings 
may be called as necessary by the Committee Chair and noticed at least 24 hours in 
advance of the meeting. 

 
• Questions and comments regarding the agenda may be directed to the Transportation 

and Business Services Division of the Public Works Department at (650) 903-6311. 
 
• Interested persons may review the agenda and staff reports at the Public Works 

Department counter beginning at 4:00 p.m. the Friday evening before each regular 
meeting.  A copy can be mailed to you upon request.  Staff reports are also available 
during each meeting. 

 
• SPECIAL NOTICE—Reference:  Americans with Disabilities Act, 1990 

Anyone who is planning to attend a meeting who is visually or hearing-impaired or 
has any disability that needs special assistance should call the Public Works 
Department at (650) 903-6311 48 hours in advance of the meeting to arrange for 
assistance.  Upon request by a person with a disability, agendas and writings 
distributed during the meeting that are public records will be made available in the 
appropriate alternative format. 

 
• The Board, Commission, or Committee may take action on any matter noticed herein 

in any manner deemed appropriate by the Board, Commission, or Committee.  Their 
consideration of the matters noticed herein is not limited by the recommendations 
indicated herein. 

 
• SPECIAL NOTICE—Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the 

Council Environmental Sustainability Committee regarding any item on this agenda 
will be made available for public inspection in the Public Works Department, located 
at 500 Castro Street, during normal business hours and at the meeting location noted 
on the agenda during the meeting. 

 
ADDRESSING THE BOARD, COMMISSION, OR COMMITTEE 

 
• Interested persons are entitled to speak on any item on the agenda and should make 

their interest known to the Chair. 
 
• Anyone wishing to address the Board, Commission, or Committee on a nonagenda 

item may do so during the “Oral Communications” part of the agenda.  Speakers are 
allowed to speak one time on any number of topics for up to three minutes. 



 
 

 CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW 
COUNCIL ENVIRONMENTAL 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
 

 

MINUTES  
 

 
REGULAR MEETING—THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2013 

ATRIUM CONFERENCE ROOM AT CITY HALL—500 CASTRO STREET 
6:30 P.M. 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Clark. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Present:  Committee members Ronit Bryant, Jac Siegel, and Chair Chris Clark. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
Staff Present:  Linda Forsberg, Transportation and Business Manager; and Steve 
Attinger, Environmental Sustainability Coordinator. 

 
3. MINUTES APPROVAL 
 

Motion—M/S    Siegel/Bryant—Carried 3-0—Approve the minutes of the October 
18, 2012 meeting. 

 
4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

Bruce Karney asked the Committee to urge the Council to fund greenhouse gas 
inventories around 2015 and 2017 so there will be enough data to guide the City 
toward its 2020 greenhouse gas reduction goal.   
 
John Carpenter expressed concern that new commercial and residential 
developments, such as the San Antonio Shopping Center, will set back the City’s 
greenhouse gas reduction efforts and urged the City to update relevant ordinances 
and Precise Plans to more aggressively address climate change.  He also expressed 
concern that residential rents are so high, particularly in new developments, that 
people who work in Mountain View cannot afford to live in Mountain View, 
necessitating lengthy commutes that increase greenhouse gas emissions. 
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5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS—None. 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

6.1 ENERGY UPGRADE MOUNTAIN VIEW PROGRAM—POSSIBLE  
CONTINUATION 

 
Environmental Sustainability Coordinator Attinger presented an oral staff 
report and responded to the Committee's questions. 
 
Speaking from the floor in support of continuing Energy Upgrade Mountain 
View and/or offering suggestions: 
 

• John Carpenter 
• Bruce Karney 
• Thomas Dittler 
• Steve Schmidt 
• Paul Davis 
• David Paradise 
• Leslie Murdock 
• Jerry Zawlstoski 

 
Committee members encouraged staff to determine a way to make the 
program self-funding in the long term such as through having residents pay 
to participate.   
 
Motion—M/S    Clark/Bryant—Carried 3-0—To recommend to Council to 
resume the full Energy Upgrade Mountain View Program in Fiscal Year 2013-
14 at a cost of $85,000, subject to review of the budget. 

 
7. COMMITTEE/STAFF COMMENTS, QUESTIONS, COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Transportation and Business Manager Forsberg responded to the Committee's 
questions on the status of the ban on expanded polystyrene and on the upcoming 
reusable bag ordinance. 
 
Environmental Sustainability Coordinator Attinger presented an oral staff report 
on the upcoming Climate Action Plan (CAP) development process and responded 
to the Committee's questions. 
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8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
 
 
SA/7/PWK 
916-03-14-13mn-E 



 
 MEMORANDUM 

Public Works Department 
 
 
DATE: November 18, 2013 
 
TO: Council Environmental Sustainability Committee 
 
FROM: Cynthia Palacio, Solid Waste and Recycling Senior Administrative Analyst 
 Lori Topley, Solid Waste Program Manager 

Michael A. Fuller, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Polystyrene Foam Food Service Ware Ordinance and Administrative 

Instruction 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. Recommend the City Council adopt “An Ordinance of the City of Mountain View 

Adding Article V to Chapter 16 of the Mountain View City Code Related to Use of 
Polystyrene Foam Food Service Ware by Food Providers.” 

 
2. Review and provide input regarding the draft Administrative Instruction related 

to “Use of Polystyrene Foam Food Service Ware and Single-Use Plastic Bags.” 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The proposed ordinance (Attachment 1) and Administrative Instruction (Attachment 2) 
would ban the use of polystyrene foam food service ware (foam food ware) for ready-
to-consume food and beverages throughout the City and at all City facilities and events.  
This would apply to dine-in, take-out, or complimentary service, whether or not a 
charge is imposed.  
 
The purpose of the ordinance is to reduce the amount of foam food ware in the 
environment to improve water quality, comply with requirements in the Municipal 
Stormwater Permit, and achieve objectives in the City’s environmental plans. 
 
In March 2009, Council adopted an Environmental Sustainability Action Plan (ESAP) to 
serve as a roadmap for achieving the City’s short- and long-term sustainability goals.  
Two of the goals included in the ESAP were related to single-use bags and foam food 
ware.  The goals were to reduce waste and eliminate the negative impacts of producing, 
using, and discarding products and packaging. 

6.1
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In January 2012, Council adopted a work plan directing staff to prepare ordinances 
addressing single-use bags and foam food ware, and a policy for City facilities and 
events.  This action was based on recommendations from the Recycling and Waste 
Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County and new requirements in the Municipal 
Stormwater Permit to reduce the amount of trash in waterways.   
 
In December 2012, Council adopted an ordinance regulating single-use bags, which was 
implemented on April 22, 2013.  Staff has now prepared an ordinance and policy 
addressing foam food ware for the Committee’s review and Council’s consideration. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Foam Food Ware Ordinance 
 
The proposed ordinance prohibits the use of foam food ware at any establishment 
located or operating in the City of Mountain View which provides ready-to-consume 
food and beverage for dine-in, take-out, or complimentary service, whether or not a 
charge is imposed.  It also applies to establishments providing food and beverage:  (1) 
to the public for consumption on or off its premises; (2) as a catered event; and/or (3) at 
cafeterias of private schools and places of employment, regardless if such 
establishments are open to the general public. 
 
This includes, but is not limited to, restaurants, retail food establishments, caterers, 
cafeterias, stores, shops, sales outlets, grocery stores, delicatessens, fraternal clubs 
serving the public, mobile food vendors, vehicles or carts, or roadside stands.  The 
proposed ordinance does not affect prepackaged foods, such as produce, noodles and 
soups, or raw eggs and meat. 
 
The proposed ordinance includes a process by which the food provider may request an 
exemption of up to one year if unique circumstances would cause the food provider 
undue economic hardship.  The criteria for hardship would include, but not be limited 
to: 
 
• Overstocked supplies that cannot be returned to the distributor, donated to 

nonprofit community service agencies, or used at another store outside the City. 
 
• Unique packaging needs for which no suitable packaging alternate exists. 
 
The process would be administered by the Public Works Department. 
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Environmental Review 
 
The environmental review process was conducted by the City of San Jose (Lead 
Agency) on behalf of the 14 participating cities in Santa Clara County (Responsible 
Agencies) under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The City of San 
Jose prepared an Initial Study and draft Negative Declaration (File No. PP13-043) 
(Attachment 3) documenting the potential environmental effects of a proposed 
ordinance to ban polystyrene foam food service ware.   
 
The documents were circulated for public review and comment; and the City of 
Mountain View participated in the process as a Responsible Agency under CEQA.  On 
August 27, 2013, the City of San Jose adopted a Negative Declaration.  Upon 
independent review of the Initial Study and Negative Declaration, there is no evidence 
or circumstances that would require preparation of additional environmental 
documents and no substantial evidence the proposed ordinance will have a negative 
significant impact on the environment.   
 
Litter 
 
Foam food ware is lightweight and easily windblown into gutters, storm drains, and 
waterways.  In Mountain View, this material is found floating in storm drains by City 
crews, and pieces of it are found in creeks by clean-up volunteers.  Because foam food 
ware breaks apart easily, the litter is difficult to collect and is often mistaken as food by 
birds and wildlife.  Polystyrene does not biodegrade and can remain in the environment 
for thousands of years, harming wildlife and polluting waterways.    
 
While a ban may not reduce the amount of litter overall, it may change its composition.  
Following implementation of such a ban in the City and County of San Francisco, litter 
composition surveys documented a 41 percent reduction in foam food ware.  While it is 
possible that alternative containers like paper cups could end up as litter, paper is 
considered to be less harmful to the environment than polystyrene foam. 
 
Recycling 
 
Efforts to recycle used foam food ware have not been successful.  The costs of recycling 
foam food ware outweigh its market value as a recycled product.  Consequently, most 
curbside recycling programs do not accept foam food ware.  However, most 
alternatives to foam food ware are accepted in municipal recycling and composting 
programs. 

 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=2165
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Outreach 
 
Significant effort was made to inform and seek input from Mountain View businesses 
and residents about the proposed ordinance to ban foam food ware.  Letters were 
mailed to more than 300 businesses with County food facility permits and City business 
licenses.  The letters provided information about the proposed ordinance and invited 
businesses and residents to community input meetings on July 30 and July 31, 2013.  
Two people attended each meeting (one of whom attended both meetings). 
 
The City also participated in a regional effort to inform businesses about alternatives to 
foam food ware.  Several Food Vendor Open House events were held by various 
participating cities throughout the County in August 2013.  The open houses helped 
businesses learn about alternative paper and nonfoam food ware products, obtain free 
samples from distributors, and meet other restaurant owners who have already 
switched from using foam food ware.   
 
The community input meetings and the open house events were publicized in the 
Mountain View Voice newspaper and on KMVT cable television.  E-mails were also sent 
to the Chamber of Commerce, Central Business Association, neighborhood groups, and 
other interested persons.   
 
Other Cities 
 
Since 2009, more than 70 jurisdictions in the State have taken action to reduce the use of 
foam food ware.  In Santa Clara County, the cities of Palo Alto, San Jose, Sunnyvale 
(also bans retail sales of foam food ware), and unincorporated Santa Clara County have 
adopted ordinances, and Gilroy has adopted a resolution.  The cities considering 
ordinances include Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Gatos, Morgan Hill, and Santa Clara.   
 
In the Bay Area, ordinances have been adopted by the cities of Alameda, Albany, 
Belmont, Berkeley, Burlingame, Capitola, County of Marin, County of San Mateo, 
County of Sonoma, Emeryville, Fairfax, Foster City, Fremont, Half Moon Bay, 
Hayward, Hercules, Livermore, Millbrae, Oakland, Pacifica, Pittsburg, Redwood City, 
Richmond, San Bruno, San Carlos, San Leandro, San Francisco, San Rafael, Santa Cruz 
(also bans retail sales of ice chests and coolers), Sausalito, Scotts Valley, and 
Watsonville. 
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Administrative Instruction (AI) 
 
The proposed AI would regulate the use of foam food ware and single-use plastic bags 
at City facilities as follows: 
 
1. Prohibit the use of foam food ware (except for polystyrene packaging for raw 

foods); and exempt use during natural disasters and other declared emergencies. 
 
2. Prohibit the distribution of single-use plastic bags. 
 
The AI would apply to all City facilities for public or private events, meetings, or other 
functions, whether held by the City or its vendors, concessionaires, renters, lessees, or 
employees, and whether or not a charge is imposed.   
 
The foam food ware AI would not apply to long-term lessees of City facilities operating 
food establishments open to the public because the proposed ordinance, if adopted, 
would apply to those businesses.  The AI would discourage, but not prevent, the use of 
foam ware by individual employees for their personal use.   
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Council directed staff to prepare an ordinance and policy related to the use of foam 
food ware and single-use plastic bags.  Staff has performed community outreach for the 
polystyrene foam food service ware ordinance and discussed the provisions of the 
proposed AI with City departments.   
 
Staff recommends the CESC forward the proposed ordinance to Council for adoption.  
Staff also seeks CESC input on the proposed AI so that it can be finalized and presented 
to the City Manager for approval. 
 
 
CP-LT/7/PWK 
920-11-18-13M-E 
 
Attachments: 1. Proposed Ordinance 
 2. Proposed Administrative Instruction 
 3. City of San Jose Revised Initial Study and Negative Declaration 
 
cc: PWD, TBM, SWPM, SAA—Palacio, ESC 
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Attachment 1 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW 
ADDING ARTICLE V TO CHAPTER 16 OF THE MOUNTAIN VIEW 

CITY CODE RELATED TO USE OF POLYSTYRENE FOAM 
FOOD SERVICE WARE BY FOOD PROVIDERS 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW DOES HEREBY 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  CEQA Review.  On August 27, 2013, the City of San Jose, acting as the 
Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), Public 
Resources Code Section 21000 et seq. for 14 participating cities and towns in Santa Clara 
County, including the City of Mountain View, adopted a Negative Declaration after 
conducting an Initial Study that analyzed the impacts of the prohibition of polystyrene 
foam food service ware if adopted in the 14 participating cities and towns throughout 
the County of Santa Clara.  The Initial Study and Notice of Intent to Adopt a Negative 
Declaration were circulated by the City of San Jose for public review and comments. 
During the public review and comment period, the City of Mountain View, as a 
responsible agency, participated in the CEQA process as required by Title 14 of the 
California Code of Regulations, Section 15096.  The Negative Declaration was adopted 
by the City of San Jose pursuant to CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000 et seq.  It is incorporated by reference herein. 

Pursuant to Section 15096 of the CEQA Guidelines, the City of Mountain View is a 
responsible agency for adoption of this ordinance within the City of Mountain View.  
Upon independent review of the Initial Study and Negative Declaration prepared by the 
City of San Jose, and all the evidence before it, the City Council makes the following 
findings: 

1. The Initial Study and Negative Declaration are complete, correct, adequate,
and prepared in accordance with CEQA, 14 California Code of Regulations, Section 
15000 et seq. (“CEQA Guidelines”), and the public comment period; and  

2. On the basis of the Initial Study, Negative Declaration, and public comment
received by both the City of San Jose and the City of Mountain View, there is no 
substantial evidence that the project as proposed will have a significant effect on the 
environment; and 
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3. After reviewing the foregoing, the City Council has determined that no
evidence or circumstances exist that would require the preparation of additional 
environmental documents; and 

4. Adoption of this ordinance and analysis of the Initial Study and Negative
Declaration reflects the independent judgment of the City Council of the City of 
Mountain View; and 

5. None of the conditions listed in CEQA Guidelines, Section 15162(a), are
applicable to adoption of this ordinance, and adoption of this ordinance is an activity 
that is part of the project examined by the City of San Jose’s Initial Study and Negative 
Declaration and is within the scope of the project described therein; and 

6. The City Council of the City of Mountain View approves and adopts the
Negative Declaration for the proposed ordinance to prohibit the use of polystyrene foam 
food service ware within the City of Mountain View, which is on file with the City Clerk; 
and 

7. A Notice of Determination shall be filed pursuant to CEQA Guidelines,
Sections 15094 and 15096. 

Section 2.  Article V is hereby added to Chapter 16, “Use of Polystyrene Foam 
Food Service Ware by Food Providers,” as follows: 

“ARTICLE V. 
USE OF POLYSTYRENE FOAM FOOD SERVICE WARE BY FOOD PROVIDERS. 

SEC. 16.90. Findings and purpose. 

The City Council finds and determines that: 

a. Polystyrene foam food ware is a distinctive litter concern because it is
lightweight, easily windblown into streets and waterways, and floats in water until it 
reaches the San Francisco Bay and ocean.   

b. Polystyrene foam food ware breaks apart easily into small pieces, is difficult to
collect and control litter, and is often mistaken as food by birds, fish and wildlife. 

c. Polystyrene foam food ware does not biodegrade and pollutes waterways and
harms wildlife. 
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d. Polystyrene foam food ware is made from a nonrenewable resource, but
containers made from alternative materials that are recyclable and compostable are 
readily available. 

e. The proposed ordinance requiring food providers to use alternative food
service ware is intended to reduce the risk of harm to wildlife and improve water quality 
in Mountain View waterways as required by the Municipal Stormwater Permit. 

The City Council of Mountain View does, accordingly, find and declare that it 
should restrict the use of expanded polystyrene foam food service ware by food 
providers.  The City has a substantial interest in protecting its residents and the 
environment from negative impacts from expanded polystyrene foam food service ware. 

SEC. 16.91. Definitions. 

Unless otherwise expressly stated, whenever used in this chapter, the following 
terms shall have the meanings set forth below: 

a. “Food service ware” means single-use disposable products used in the
restaurant and food service industry for serving or consuming prepared food and 
includes, but is not limited to, cups, bowls, plates, trays, cartons, and hinged or lidded 
containers (clamshells).  Food service ware does not include straws, utensils, drink lids 
or ice chests. 

b. “Food provider” means any establishment, vendor, business, organization,
entity, group or individual located or operating in the City of Mountain View that offers 
prepared food or beverages, regardless of whether there is a charge for the food or 
beverage:  (1) to the public for consumption on or off its premises; (2) as a catered event; 
and/or (3) at cafeterias of private schools and places of employment, whether or not 
such establishments are open to the general public.  “Food provider” includes, but is 
not limited to, restaurants, retail food establishments, caterers, cafeterias, stores, shops, 
sales outlets, grocery stores, delicatessens, fraternal clubs serving the public, mobile food 
vendors, vehicles or carts, or roadside stands.   

c. “Polystyrene foam” means a thermoplastic petrochemical material made from
a styrene monomer and expanded or blown using a gaseous agent (expanded 
polystyrene) including, but not limited to, fusion of polymer spheres (expandable bead 
polystyrene), injection molding, form molding and extrusion-blow molding (extruded 
foam polystyrene).  “Polystyrene foam” is commonly made into disposal food service 
ware products.  “Polystyrene foam” does not include clear or solid polystyrene 
(oriented polystyrene).   
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d. “Prepared food” means food or beverages that are served, packaged, cooked,
chopped, sliced, mixed, brewed, frozen, squeezed or otherwise prepared on the 
premises for consumption, including, but not limited to, ready-to-eat, dine-in, take-out 
or complimentary food or beverage.  “Prepared food” does not include:  (1) raw eggs 
and raw, butchered meat, fish or poultry that is sold from a butcher case or a similar 
retail appliance; or (2) prepackaged food that is delivered to the food provider wholly 
encased, contained or packaged in a container or wrapper, and sold or otherwise 
provided by the food provider in the same container or packaging. 

SEC. 16.92 Polystyrene Foam Food Service Ware Prohibited. 

On or after July 1, 2014, no food provider shall sell or otherwise provide prepared 
food using polystyrene foam food service ware. 

SEC. 16.93. Exemptions. 

The following are exempt from the provisions of this Chapter: 

a. Polystyrene foam food service ware may be used if the food provider
demonstrates, in writing, to the satisfaction of the Director of Public Works or his or her 
designee, that compliance with the provisions of this Chapter will impose a unique 
problem not generally applicable to other persons in similar circumstances that will 
result in an undue economic hardship.  

1. The criteria for undue economic hardship would include, but not be
limited to:  overstocked supplies that cannot be returned to the distributor, donated to 
nonprofit community service agencies or used at another store outside the City; or 
unique packaging needs for which no suitable packaging alternative exists. 

2. The Director of Public Works shall issue a written decision to grant or
deny an exemption and may exempt the food provider until July 1, 2015, or not more 
than one year from the date of the demonstration, whichever date is earlier.  The 
Director’s decision shall be final and is not subject to appeal.” 

Section 2.  Severability.  If any provision of this ordinance is declared invalid by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, it is the intent of the City Council that such invalid 
provision be severed from the remaining provisions of the ordinance. 

Section 3.  It is the intent of the City Council of the City of Mountain View to 
supplement State and Federal law and not to duplicate or contradict such law, and this 
ordinance shall be construed consistently with that intention.  If any section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the other remaining portions of this 
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ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance 
and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact 
that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared 
unconstitutional. 

Section 4.  Pursuant to Section 522 of the Mountain View City Charter, it is ordered 
that copies of the foregoing proposed ordinance be posted at least two (2) days prior to 
its adoption in three (3) prominent places in the City and that a single publication be 
made to the official newspaper of the City of a notice setting forth the title of the 
ordinance, the date of its introduction, and a list of the places where copies of the 
proposed ordinance are posted. 

Section 5.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective on July 1, 2014. 

– – – – – – – – – – 

CP/7/ORD 
920-11-18-13o-E 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  INSTRUCTION 
 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

 

USE OF POLYSTYRENE FOAM FOOD SERVICE WARE 
AND SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAGS 
 

 

NO.:  __-__ 
 

 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
Prohibit the use or distribution of the following products at all City facilities, whether 
for public or private events, meetings, or other functions by the City or its vendors, 
concessionaires, renters, lessees, or employees.   
 
1. Polystyrene foam food service ware, including cups, plates, bowls, and other foam 

food ware for ready-to-consume hot or cold food or beverages, whether for take-
out, dine-in, tastings, or complimentary service, whether or not a charge is 
imposed.  

 
2. Single-use plastic bags less than 2.25 mil thick for food, beverage, or products. 
 
The objectives of the policy are to improve water quality as required by the Municipal 
Stormwater Permit, prevent harm to fish and wildlife, reduce litter, conserve natural 
resources, and achieve objectives in the City’s Environmental Sustainability Action 
Plan.  The goals were to reduce waste and eliminate the negative impacts of producing, 
using, and discarding products and packaging. 
 
POLICY: 
 
1. Effective on July 1, 2014, the use of the following products at City facilities is not 

permitted, whether for public or private events, meetings, or other functions by the 
City or its vendors, concessionaires, renters, lessees, or employees: 

 
• Use of polystyrene foam food service ware, including cups, plates, bowls, and 

other foam ware for ready-to-consume hot or cold food or beverages, whether 
for take-out, dine-in, tastings, or complimentary service.  

 
• Distribution of single-use plastic bags less than 2.25 mil thick for food, 

beverage, or products. 
 

2. The City encourages the use of alternative food ware that is reusable, or is a 
recyclable or compostable material accepted in the City’s Zero Waste programs.   
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ADMINISTRATIVE  INSTRUCTION 
 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

 

USE OF POLYSTYRENE FOAM FOOD SERVICE WARE 
AND SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAGS 
 

 

NO.:  __-__ 
 

 
 
3. For City business meetings, employee events, and informal gatherings, the City 

shall encourage participants to bring their own reusable bags, containers, and 
service ware.  Each meeting facilitator shall be responsible for cleaning any 
reusable containers or service ware.    

 
4. This policy would not apply to long-term lessees operating public restaurants, 

concession stands, and other food facilities because the Polystyrene Foam Food 
Service Ware Ordinance would apply.   

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
 
The use of polystyrene foam food ware and single-use plastic bags (less than 2.25 mil 
thick) for the following purposes are exempt from this policy: 
 
• Service to the public or City employees in preparing for or responding to natural 

disasters or other declared emergencies. 
 
• Off-site or out-of-City trainings or deployments (where alternative products are 

not available or feasible). 
 
• The City discourages but does not prevent the use of banned products by 

individual employees for their personal use. 
 
 
   
 Daniel H. Rich, City Manager 
 
 
Revised:   
Effective Date:  July 1, 2014 
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 MEMORANDUM 

Public Works Department 
 
 
DATE: November 18, 2013 
 
TO: Council Environmental Sustainability Committee 
 
FROM: Steve Attinger, Environmental Sustainability Coordinator 
 Linda Forsberg, Transportation and Business Manager 
 Michael A. Fuller, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Electric Vehicle Charger Deployment 

 
PURPOSE 
 
Provide direction to staff regarding: 
 
1. The potential deployment of additional electric vehicle (EV) charging stations at 

public facilities in Mountain View. 
 
2. Instituting a fee for use of existing and/or future EV charging stations at public 

facilities.  
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
The City currently has four EV charging stations in the Civic Center parking garage, 
three of which were paid for by grant funding, and the other was donated by the 
Electric Automobile Association.  Three of the stations are equipped with a SAE J1772 
electrical connector, the current North American standard, while the fourth charger is 
equipped with a paddle connector compatible with older-model EVs such as the Toyota 
RAV4.  
 
The City does not charge a fee for use of the charging stations.  The chargers are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis, and have a four-hour time limit.  Additional 
wall outlets supplement the four EV charging stations and provide additional EV 
charging capability.  There are seven designated EV parking spaces in the garage. 
 
The City has received requests for additional charging stations within Mountain View, 
both on City and private property, reflecting increasing adoption of EVs by the public.  
Staff is seeking guidance from the Committee on charging stations only on City-owned 
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property at this time.  If the Committee is interested in encouraging the deployment of 
additional EV chargers in private developments, the Committee may wish to 
recommend that the City Council include the item in the Environmental Planning 
Commission’s Fiscal Year 2014-15 Work Plan. 
 
Staff requests input from the Council Environmental Sustainability Committee (CESC) 
regarding the following questions: 
 
1. Should the City pursue the installation of additional EV charging stations at City 

facilities?  If so, staff will undertake a survey and analysis of the potential demand 
for EV charging stations at various City facilities and parking lots and return to the 
Committee with the data so that the Committee can then determine if there are 
types of City facilities and/or particular locations that should be prioritized over 
others, such as: 
 
• City Offices—City Hall, Police/Fire Administration Building, Municipal 

Operations Center, etc. 
 
• Community Facilities—Mountain View Public Library, Senior Center, 

Community Center, Rengstorff Pool or Eagle Pool, etc. 
 
• City Parking Lots and Structures—135 Bryant Street parking structure, 850 

California Street parking structure, downtown parking lots, etc. 
 
The Committee may wish to provide staff with input/direction regarding the 
prioritization of potential EV charging station locations in advance or in lieu of 
staff gathering information regarding the potential demand for EV charging use at 
City facilities.  
 
The Downtown Committee discussed various potential parking technologies, 
including the possibility of installing EV charging stations in City-owned parking 
lots, on several occasions and is generally supportive of installing additional 
chargers at City-owned parking lots.   
 

2. Should EV charging station users be required to pay for the electricity they 
consume? 
 
Currently, the City does not require EV charging station users to pay a fee for the 
electricity they consume, but some nearby cities do require payment.  Attachment 
1 provides a summary of public EV charging stations in Mountain View and five 
other South Bay cities.  Three of the five other cities do not currently charge users 

 



Electric Vehicle Charger Deployment 
November 18, 2013 

Page 3 of 3 
 
 

for the electricity, but representatives from at least two of the cities stated that 
there are plans to begin charging for the electricity in the future.  Hourly EV 
charging fees range from $1.00 to $1.50 in San Jose and Cupertino.  However, San 
Jose has instituted a $0.25 per hour fee for EV charging between 8:00 p.m. and 6:00 
a.m. to facilitate EV ownership by downtown residents who do not have access to 
EV charging stations at their housing complexes. 
 
The estimated average annual cost of electricity for a charging station is $1,000 to 
$4,500, depending on the type of vehicles that use the charger, the utility rate tariff, 
and the amount of electricity used.  Depending on the features included, the cost 
of purchasing and installing a charging station can range from $5,000 to $20,000. 

 
NEXT STEPS 
 
Based on the input received from the CESC, staff will return to the Committee at a 
future meeting with a proposal for the deployment of additional EV charging stations at 
City facilities.  The proposal will include: 
 
• A prioritized list of proposed locations. 
 
• A proposed funding strategy for the acquisition and installation of charging 

stations (e.g., acquisition of charging stations through grant funding opportunities, 
purchase, etc.), as well as a proposal for funding the ongoing operation of the 
charging stations (e.g., institute a fee for usage, continue to provide the electricity 
at no cost to the person charging their vehicle, etc.). 

 
• Any additional information the CESC needs in order to make a decision regarding 

the further deployment of EV charging stations at public facilities in the City. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Staff requests input/direction from the CESC regarding the potential deployment of 
additional electric vehicle (EV) charging stations at public facilities in Mountain View. 
 
 
SA-LF-MAF/7/PWK 
916-11-18-13M-E 
 
Attachment: 1. Public Electric Vehicle Chargers—Select South Bay Cities 
 
cc: PWD, TBM, CDD, EDM, BDS, FFM 

 



Attachment 1 

Electric Vehicle (EV) Charger Installations at Public Facilities 
 

—Selected South Bay Cities— 
 

 
 

City 
 

Number of 
Charging 

Stations/Ports 

 
Charging Station 

Locations 

 
Financing 

Mechanism 

Fee 
Charged to 

Users 

 
 

Comments 

Mountain 
View 

4/4* • Civic Center Parking 
Garage (4) 

 

Grant, 
Donation 

No  

Redwood 
City 

10/20 • Parking Garages (4) 
• Libraries (4) 
• Community Center 

(2) 
 

Grant No Will begin charging for 
electricity used some-
time in the future. 
 

Palo Alto 10/10 
(5 more in 
progress) 

• City Hall (3) 
• Parking Garages and 

Lots (7) 
• Libraries (5)—in 

progress 
 

Grant, City 
Funds 

No Will begin charging for 
electricity used some-
time in the future. 
 

Sunnyvale 1/1 • Parking Lot Near 
Caltrain Station (1) 

 

Grant No Charger is solar 
powered. 
 

Cupertino 1/2 • Next to Civic Center 
Parking Lot (1) 

Grant $1.50/ hour Average of 50 unique 
users per month, 4 
charges per day. 
 

San Jose 50/74 • City Hall Parking 
Garage or Curbside 
(12) 

• Downtown Parking 
Garages and Lots (37) 

• Maintenance Yard (1) 

Grant $1.00/hour  
6 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
$0.25/hour 
8 p.m.-6 a.m. 

Evening pricing insti-
tuted to facilitate EV 
ownership by residents 
of downtown complexes 
who do not have access 
to charging stations.  
Fees will likely need to 
be raised to cover City 
costs.  The goal is to 
make the program 
revenue neutral to the 
City. 
 

*Additional electrical outlets are located next to the existing charging stations, enabling additional electric vehicles to 
charge using their own charging units. 
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